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CHRSET 
The Queſtion it ſelf. The Reſolution of it in 


Six Propoſitions here named. 


HE deſign of this Diſcourſe is the Reſolution 
of the tollowing Query. 


* Whether a Man who liveth where Chri- .,, Queſt 
©*ſtianity is profeſsd, and refuſeth to ſubmit his Judg- "" 
* ment to the Infallibility of any Guide on Earth, and 
© particularly to the Church or Biſhop of Rome, hath, 

B *not- 
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© notwithſtanding that refuſal, ſufficient means ſtill left 
© him, whereby he may arrive at certainty in «hoſe 
* Doctrines which are generally neceſlary to the Salva- 
*tion of a Chriſtian Man. 


The moment of Satisfaction in this Inquiry is of great moment ; for 


this Queſtzon. 


The Tempta- 
t10ns to believe 
the Negative 
part of this 


Queſtion, 


The tr:4e Reſo- 
lution of the 
Q ery, 


it relateth to our great end, and to the way which leads 
to it: And it nearly concerneth both the Romaniſts 
and the Reformed. If there be not ſuch a Guzde, the 
Eſtate of the Romaniſts is extreamly dangerous ; for 
then the Blind take the Blind for their unerring 
Leaders ; and being once miſled, they wander on with- 
out correcting their Error, having taken up this firſt 
as their fixed Principle , that their Guide cannot mi- 
ſtake the way. Qn the other hand, If God hath fet 
up in his Church a Light fo very clear and ſteady 
as is pretended ; the Reformed are guilty of great pre- 
ſumption, and expoſe themſelves to great uncertainty, 
by ſhutting their Eyes againſt it. 

Now there lyes before men a double Temptation 
to a belief of the being of ſuch a Guide in the Chriſtian 
Church ; Sloth and Vitious Humility of Mind. Sloth 
inclineth Men rather to take up in an Implicit Faith, 
than to give themſelves the trouble of a ſtrict Examina- 
tion of things. For there is leſs Pain in Credulity, than 
in bending of the Head. by long and Strict: Attention 
and ſevere Study. 

Alſo there is a Shew of Humility in the deference 
which our underſtandings pay unto Authority ; eſpe- 
cially to that which pretends to be, under Chriſt, 
Supreme on Earth. Although, in the paying of it 
without. good reaſon firſt underſtood , Men are not 
Humb/e tut Slaviſh, 

But theſe Temptations prevail not upon honeſt 
and conſiderate Minds, which inquire, without pre- 


judice, after Truth, and ſubmit to the powertul Ev;- 


dence 
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dence of it. Such will reſolve the Queſtion in the 
Affirmative ; and they may reaſonably ſo do by 
conſidering theſe Propoſitions which I ſhall treat of 
in their order. 


Firſt, The Chriſtian Church never yet wanted, nor 
ſhall it ever want , either the Doctrines of neceſſary 
Faith, or the Belief and Profeſſion of them. 

Secondly , Whereſoever God requireth the Belief of 
them , he giveth means fafiiens fie Information and 
unerring Aſlent. 

Thirdly, Whatſoever thoſe means are, every Man's 
perſonal reaſon giveth to the Mind that laſt Weight 
which turneth Deliberation into Faith. 

Fourthly, The means which God hath given us to- 
wards neceſfary Faith and the certainty of it, is not 
the Authority of any Infallible Guide on Earth. 

Yet, Fifthly, All Ecclefiaſtical Guidance is not to 
be rejected, in our purſuance of the Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtian Faith , in the finding out or ſtating of which 
it is a very conſiderable help. 

Sixtbly, By the help of it , and Principally as it 
offers to us the Holy Scriptures in the Quality of the 
Rule of Faith, we have means ſufficient to lead 
us to certainty in that Belief which is neceſlary, to 
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Fades non eſt. 
L. M. Ser. 23. 


|] See Ferrand. 
L1. c.1. Se4.4. 
di/quiſ. Relig. 


*47. 419,20, 


Of a Guide in Matters of Faith. 


CHAP. IL. 


The Three Firſt Propoſitions prov d and 
illuftrated. 


Irſt, The Acknowledgment and Profeſſion of the 
neceſſary Doftrines of the Chriſtian Faith, are annex- 
ed inſeparably to the Chriſtian Church. 

There is but one Faith ; and according to the ſaying 
of Leo the great *, If it be not one, it is not at all: For it 
cannot be contrary to it ſelf, And though it be but 
one, yet Men of differing Creeds pretend to it, as there 
are ſome who will ſhew in ſeveral places, the one ſeamleſs 
Coat of Chriſt |]. 

F E one Faith never did, nor ever ſhall in all places 
all. 

The Apoſtles were themſelves without error both in 
their own aſſent to the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian 


Faith, and in the delivery of them. 


They heard the Oracles of Chriſt from his own 
mouth, and they were Witneſſes of his Reſurrection ; 
And they ſpake * what they bad ſeen and heard. And 
they gave to the World Aſſurance of the Truth, by 
the miraculous ſigns of their Apoſtolical Office. And 
if they had not had ſuch Aſſurance themſelves, and 
could not have given proof to others of their miſſion, 
there would have been a detect in the firſt promulgati- 
on of the Goſpel ; and ſuch as could not afterwards 
have been amended. That which, at firſt, had been 
delivered with uncertainty , would, with greater un. 
certainty, have been conveyed down to after Ages; and 
Men, who in proceſs of time, graft error upon certain 
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Truth, would much more have grafted error upon un- 
certain Opinion. 

Ever ſince the Apoſtles times there has been True Faith, 
and the Profeſſion of it in the Catholick Church : And 
it will be ſo till Faith ſhall expire, and Men ſhall ſee 
him on whom they before believ'd. For a Church can- 
not ſubſiſt without the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. 
And Chriſt hath Sealed this Truth with his mmm" & 
that there ſhall be a Church as long as this World cori- 
tinues. *I mean by a Church a viſible Society of Chriſti- 
ans both Miniſters and People ; for publick Worſhip on 
Farth cannot be inviſible, Fa 

But the True Faith and the Profeſſion of it is not 
fixed toany place, or to any ſucceſſion of Men in ir. 
Gods Providence has written the contrary in the very 
Aſhes of the Seven Churches of the leſſer 41a. 

Neither is any particular Church, though ſo far in- 
fallible in Fundamentals as to be preſerved from actual 
error , an infallible Rule to all other Chriſtians. If 
they follow the Doctrine of it, they err not, becauſe 
it is true; butif they follow that Church as an uner- 
ring Guide or Canon, they miſtake in the Rule and 
Motive of their Faith. For that particular Church 
which Teacheth Truth , might poſſibly have err'd ; 
and the Church which errs, might have ſhined with the 
True Light. But the whole Church cannot ſo err in 
= Age; for then the very being of a Church would 
ceaſe. 

Neither doth it hence follow, that the Faith of the 
Roman Church, when. Luther aroſe, was the only true 
and certain Doctrine. For that Church was not then 
the = viſible Church on Earth. There were viſible 
Witneſles of Catholick Truth diſperſed throughout the 
very Churches in Communion with the Roman, bearing 
their Teſtimony againſt her Corruptions. Some of 
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the Greek Churches alſo were then more viſible than 
now they are, and more Orthodox : The Rich Papacy 
having much prevailed upon their neceſſities by Argu- 
ments guilded with Intereſt. Beſides, if our Fore-Fathers 
under the Papacy embraced the True Faith, we have 
it {till ; the Faith not being removed, but the Corru 
tion. Their Queſtion theretore[ Where was your Religzon 
before Luther 2 ] is not more pertinent amongſt Diſ- 
puters, than this is amongſt Husbandmen , [ Where 
was the Corn before it was weeded ? | tho the Tares were 
more than the Wheat. 

We have ſeen that neceſſary Faith is perpetual, and 
it is as manifeſt that whereſoever God requireth the 
belief of it, he vouchfateth ſufficient means for information, 
and unerring Aſſent. 

Of all he doesnot require this belief, for to all the 
Goſpel is not preached, and where it is preached there 
are Infants, and Perſons of Age ſo diſtempered in Mind, 
as to remain unavoidably Children in underſtanding. 

And though the ſame Sum of Doftrines is generally 
neceſſary to Salvation, yet the Creed of all Men 
is not of equal length, ſecing they have unequal 
capacities. * 

But whereſoever there is a particular Society of 
Men, who call themſelves a Church, yet err actually 
in the neceſlary Articles of the Faith, it is certain they 
were nat forced into that error for want of external 
means. For the Jaſt Judg of the World would never 
have required Unity in the Faith upon pain of his E- 
ternal diſpleaſure, if he had not given to Men Power 
ſufficient for ſuch Unity. No Tyrant on Earth has 
been guilty of ſuch undiſguiſed Injuſtice as that is, which 
maketh a Law for the puniſhment of the Blind becauſe 
they miſs their way. The Articles of Chriſtian Religi- 
on come not to the mind by natural reaſon,but by Faith; 


and 
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and Faith comes by hearing or reading ; and wher © 


theſe means are not offered , a man is rather an Igno” 
rant Perſon than an Unbeliever. Wherefore our Savi- 
our told the perverſe Jews, * that if the Meſtah had 
never becn reveald to them, they had not been an- 
ſwerable for the Sin of Infidelity : But that, ſince he 
was come to them, and by them deſpiſed, their Infide- 
lity was blackned with great aggravation. 

* The means, then, are ſufficient whereſoever the end 
1s abſolutely required; but whatſoever thoſe means 
are, the Att of aſſent is to he ultimately reſolved into 
each Mans Perſonal reaſon. For no man can believe 
or aſſent but upon ſome ground or motive which ap- 
pears credible to him. He could not believe unlefs he 
had ſome reaſon or other why he believed. When 
all is done ( faid Mr. Thorndike * ) Men muſt and will be 
Fudges for tbemſelves. I do not quote the ſaying be- 
cauſe it 1s extraordinary, but becauſe that Learned 
Man faid it who was careful to pay to Authority its 
minuteſt dues. It a Man believes upon Authority, 
he hath a further reaſon for the believing of it. He 
$ not willing to take Pains in examining that which 
ls propoſed to him ; or he thinks himſelf of leſs A- 
ibility in underſtanding than thoſe from whom he 
borrows - his Light. It he defireth another to judge 
for him, his choice is determined by the Opinion he 
hath conceived of him. Every Man has his reaſon, 
though it be a weak one, and ſuch as cannot juſtify it 
ſelf or him. Something at laſt turns the Ballance, 
though it be but a Feather. 

This the Romaniſts own as well as the Reformed, 
And one * of the more judicious of them ſubmits his 
many Quotations,and his Reaſonings and Refinings upon 
them, to the diſcretion of every private Peruſer, ſaying, 
© I defire the Readers Faith to my Words no further than 
* the following Teſtimonies make it appear. But 
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But ſuch Appeals touch them very inwardly in the 
caſe of a new Convert. To inducea Man of another 
paticular Church to embrace their Communion, they 
ſubmit theſe weighty points to his private Judgement : 
What is a True Church, and which are the marks of it 2 

. What is the Roman Church 2 And whether the marks of 

| the True Church do only belong unto the Roman ? 
What Men or what Books ſpeak the ſenſe of that 

* pH. Guide Ouch ? They tell us * © That the Light of a Mans own 
Rants * reaſon firſt ſerves him ſo far as to the diſcovery of a 
Pref. p.3 © Guide; Alſo that, in this diſcovery, the Divine Providence 
&« hath left it ſo clear and evident, that a fincere and 

* unbyaſſed queſt cannot miſcarry. But when once this 

Guide is found out, the man is afterwards, © for all other 

* things that are preſcribed by this Guide, to ſubjeft and 

* reſign his reaſon. As if it were not as difficult to judg 

of ſuch a Guide, as of his direction. It is fo, but it 1s 

not own'd. Wherefore tho at the Conference betwixt the 

Biſhop of Meaux, and Monſieur Claude before Mademoi- 

ſelle de Duras, the Argument of the Debate, ( ſufficient- 

* Conf, Avec. 1y obſcure as it was manag'd ) was ſubmitted to that 
M. Cl.r678. Lady ; yet in the Cloſe * upon her Converſion, the Bi- 
p. 113, 174; ſhop exhorted her to receive the true ſenſe of the Scrip- 

_— % ture from the Church without Examination. 

I Egliſe SANS It ſeems the Rowan Church is like a Cave, into which 
EXAMINE®, . man has Light enough toenter ; but when once he is 


q le vray ſens de == : 
4 [ == centred, he is in thick Darkneſs. 
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CHAP. 


The Fourth Propoſition prov'd by ſeveral Conſi- 
derations. Here of the T hree Firſt. No Infal- 
lible living Guide given to the Jewiſh 
Church, or promiſed to the Chriſtian. No 


direfion any where given for the finding 
of him. 


UT, how ſubſervient ſoever our reaſon may be to 
our Faith; The means which God hath given us towards 
the certain attaining of it, is not the Authority of any 
infallible Guide on Earth. 
This will not be disbelieved by thoſe who weigh 
well the following Conſiderations. 


Prop. IV. 


Firſt, God did not ſet up ſuch a conſtant , infallible Confid. 1. 
Guide among the Fews; though at firſt, he gave Aſſu- 
rance to them by Miracle , that Moſes had received 
his Commiſſion from him, and had brought to them 
the Tables which he had Written, for their direftion, 
with his own finger. 
Some of the Sayhedrim were of the Sect of the Sad- 
duces, who erred in the Fundamental Point of a future 
State. Moſt of them erred in the Quality of the 
Meſſiah, not conſidering their Scriptures ſo much as 


their Traditions. And of the errors of the Levitical « Ifas. 6. 1 


Prieſthood there is, in the Old Teſtament, * frequent er. 2. 8. 

mention, and great complaint. And the Prophet Mala- 2 7. = 

chy +, as ſoon as he had faid, The Prieſts lips foatl-pre- i M2. 7 
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ferwe knowledg, he adds this reproof, ut ye are depart- 
ed out of. the way. 
It is true, the //rae/ites were, by God, directed in diffi- 
cult caſes to an Aſſembly.of Judges | But they were 
' not Judges of Controverſies in Doirine, but in Property. 
To their ſentence. the People were to ſubmit, as'to an 


See Lev.4-13- expedient tor Peace ; though, Judgment might be. per- 


verted or miſtaken. | 

It muſt be; alſo, confeſſed, that God ſpake to them 
by the Orac/e-of ©rim, and that the - voice of it was 
infallible. But its anſwers concerned not the neceſſary 
Rudiments of the Moſaick Law, but emergencies in 
their Civil affairs ; thoſe eſpecially of Peace and War. 

But if we admit that there was under Judaiſm a living 
infallible Guide ; it- does not,- thence, follow, that-at 
muſt be ſo under Chriſtianity. For their ſmall precin&t 
(C the People of which were thrice in a year to.come 
up to the Temple ) was much more capable of ſuch 
a Judge than the Chriſtian Church, which is as wide 
as the World. Alſo the: new Revelation is more 
 elear anddiſtin& than the old one was, and ſtands not 

in ſuch-need of an-Interpreter. 


Confid. Tl. Secondly, God hath, no where , promiſed Chriſtians 


ſuch a Judge : He hath no where ſaid that he hath 
given ſuch a one to the Chriſtian Church. And ſee- 
ing ſuch a one cannot be had without Gods ſuperna- 
tural afſiſtance, the moſt knowing amongſt Men being 
ſubje&t both to Error and Falſhood ; it is great: ar-- 
 rogance, whilſt the Scripture is ſilent, to fay he is in 
being. And to Aﬀfirm that if there were not ſuch a 
Guide, God would be wanting in means ſufficient for 
the maintenance of Peace and Truth,is preſumptuouſly 
to obtrude the ſchemes of Mans fancy upon God's Wiſ- 
dom. He can- Govern his Church without our me- 
thods. 


Now 
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Now God hath no where promiſed ſuch a Judge to Chri- 
ftian Men; though he hath promiſed help on Earth, . 
and aſſiſtance fromHeaven to Men diligent and fincere 
- their inquiries after Truths which are neceſſary for 
them. 
There are two places of Scripture, which are by 
ſome taken for Promiſes of ſuch a nature, though they 
were not, by the Divine Wiſdom, ſo intended. 
Of theſe, the Firſt is that which was ſpoken by 
Chriſt unto St. Peter *, The Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- « 5, py 6 
vail againft ( the Church ). Which Promiſe concern- 18. | 
eth the Church in general, and the neceſſary Faith of 
it, and not any particular perſons, or places, or ſuc- 
ceſſions of perſons in them. 
And Chriſt doth here aſſure us, that the Gates of the 
Grave ſhall not ſwallow up the Church ; that it ſhall 
not enter in at them ; that it ſhall not die or periſh, But 
he doth not fay he will preſerve it by the means of any 
Earthly Infallible Guide. He can by other ways con- 
tinue it till time it ſelf ſhall fail. | 
The other place of Scripture is the promiſe of Chriſt 
2 little while before his Aſcenſion into the Heavens. 
+ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 4 5 waa og 
World : As long as this Age of the Meſfah ſhall laſt, 20. 
and that is the /aſt Time or Age. This promiſe is in- 
deed made to the Apoſtles, and to their ſucceſlors 


alſo. But it is a promiſe of general aſſiſtance ; and it 


is made upon condition that they go forth and make 
Diſciples of all Men of all Nations, and Baptize them, 

and give them further inſtruQtion in the things which 

Chriſt gave in —_ to them. And ſome of the ſuc- 

ceſſors of the Apoſtles have not performed theſe condi- 

tions ; and the Governour of the Church of Sardis had xev. 3. i, z,2. 
not held faſt what he had received and heard. 
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i Tom. 3.15; 


. Place alſo is miſapplied. It ſeemeth to be ſpoken of that 


+ Ryc. of the Church +, is now. become a Twrkiſh Moſch. But if it- 
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As God hath not promiſed an unerring Guide, fo 
neither hath he ſaid he hath ſet up ſuch an one in any 
Church on Earth. 

He hath not faid it either direy, or by conſequence. 

The places which are ſuppoſed rely to affirm this, 
are two, and both miſtaken. 


One of them is that of Chriſt to his Diſciples, after 
he had'igiven Commiſſion to them to preach the Goſ- 


pel, * He that heareth you, heareth me ; Me the infal- 
lible Way and the Truth. 

This Speech, if it be extended to all Miniſters, it 
makes them all infallible Guides. And it is certain they 
are ſo, as long as they deliver to the People what they 
received from Chriſt. But the words are eſpecially 
directed to the ſeventy Diſciples who were taught to 
preach a plain Fundamental Truth, that the Xingdow 
of God was come nigh to the Fews F And theſe Diſciples 
were able to give to the Fews a demonſtration of the 
Truth of that Docrine which they ga by miracu- 
lous ſigns : By healing the Sick *, and doing among them 
mighty works. 


Another place uſed as an expreſs Teſtimony, isthat 


inthe firſt to Tzmothy, to whom St. Paul faith, that the 
Church is the Pilar and Ground of Truth. But this 


Church of Epheſus in which St. Paul adviſed 7 imothy 
ro behave himſelf with ſingular care; Which place 
hath ſo far failed, that the lofty Building called St. John's 


were ſpoken in a general' ſenſe, it- would amount only 
to this meaning : A Chriſtian Church is like a Pillar 
ſuſtained by a Pedeſtal on which a _—_ is ſo fixed, that 
all who paſs by - ſee it. It is (as Feruſa/em once was to 
the Heathen-World ) a City on a-Hill: It isa viſible 


Society which givetli notice to Fews and rag” > of 
1» 


SI 
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Chriſtianity, and is inſtrumental to awaken their ob- 
ſervation, and by their ſenſe to prepare the way: to 
their belief. For this advertiſement being fo publickly 
given to them, they have fair occaſion of examining 
the grounds of Chriſtian Truth , which when they 
find, they will be induced to build upon them. In this 
ſenſe likewiſe, though not in this alone, Apoſtolical 
Men were called Lights and Pillars. In the Book of the 
Revelation * this promiſe is made to him who perſeve- , 
reth in his Chriſtianity , notwithſtanding the croſs X® 3-12. 
which it brings upon him. im will 7 make a Pillar in 
the Temple of my God, and I will write my name upon 
him, and the name of his God, and the name of the City 
of his God, which is new Jeruſalem [ or the Chriſtian 
Church. ] 

And S. Chryſoſtom [| gives St. Paul the Titles of the ll Iz 1 C09. 2 
Light of the Churches, the Foundation of the Faith, —m2 o#« 9 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth, The Governours of ——_— % : 
the Church do miniſterially exhibit Chriſtian Truth ; ais4c; 3 5/- 
they do not by mere Authority impoſe it. AD, &c. 

Among the Places which are faid to prove, by good 
conſequence, that there is a Living Guide of Faith, 
that in the Eighteenth of St. Matthews Goſpel _ 1s the * 5 Mat. 18 
Principal. 5, 16,17; * 

There our Saviour requireth his Followers, if their 
Brethren perſiſted in their offences,to tell zt to the Church, 
and to eſteem them no longer Members of their Socie- 
ty, if they deſpiſed the Sentence of it. From whence 
they conclude with ſtrange Inadvertence, that ſuch a. 

Decree is therefore —— Becetiors Trehhaf 

But our Lord ſpeaks of their Brothers 7reſpaſſes a> c, 4 
gainſt them, and not of his Herefie: And of the Dit- _ 
cipline, and not of the Doctrine, either of the Syxa- 
ogue or the Church. In which caſe if we ſubmit, even 


where there is error in the Sentence, for Peace _ 
a 
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and becauſe we are come to.the laſt Appeal ; we wor- 
thily facrifice private Good to publick Order. | And 
ſuch Submiſſion is ſafe in - point of property, though 
not in point of Doctrine ; for we may,, without Sin, 
depart ma our property, but not from our Faith. 
Now much of this that has been. faid in order to 
the explication of the foregoing places , :might have 
*been well omitted, if. had deſigned. this little Diſ- 
courſe for the uſe only of fuch Romani/ts 2s. had been 
converſant with the Writings. of the Fathers, Far then 
I ſhould have needed only to have cited thoſe Ancients, 
and ſhewed that their ſenſe of theſe ſeveral places was 
plainly different from the modern interpretations of the 
. Ghurch-Men of Rowe. And, by this way of arguing , 
* LatnoymE. thy are ſelf-condemned. For they fall according to 
piſt. ad Carot:* their own Rule of expounding Scripture by the unani- 


ee eo. -MOUS conſent of the.Primitive Fathers, who with one 


- 2dGuil. Voell. Voice, ſpeak another ſenſe, Thoſe who doubt of this, 


ad Raim.For- ray receive fatisfaction from the, Learned Letters 

5 66: Bn. .of Monfreur Launoy * . 

Confid. ITT, Tf God had promiſed an infallible Guide, or told us 
he had given one to his Church, he would, doubtleſs, 
have added ſo ome direftions , for the finding of him. 
For, to ſay in general, you ſhall have a Star which 
will always Guide you without all dangerous error; 
and not to inform us in what part of the Firmament 
it isto be ſeen, is to amuſe rather than to promiſe. 

Now, God hath no where given us ſuch direction. 

. He hath no. where-pointed us to. this Church, or that 
Council ; to this Perſon, or 'that Local ſucceſſion of 
Men. He hath not faid the Guide is at Aztioch, or 
Hieruſalem ; at , Nice, or, Conſtantmople.; at Rome, or 
Avignon, . 


You will ſay, he hath dire&ted US to St. Peter. I 
anſwer, no more than to the reſt of the + to 
whom 
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whom he gave equal power. in- their - Ordination +, ® Joh.20. 21, 


All of whom he made equally Shepherds of the Flock ; 25244936: 'P 
to all of whom he gave equal Commiſſion to make 6 tk 5. 2. + 


Proſelytes of all Nations *. And in' this ſenſe St. Chry. * S. Mar-28. 
ſoſtom +,affirmed* concerning St. Paul, that the whole 009,190 
world [-or the World ,of the Roman Empire ] was his 2 Cor. 9. 2. 


Dioceſs. You will reply, that he promiſed, on him par- 7 #nwt- 


6 
| 
Y 
: 
j 
| 


ticularly, upon this Rock or Stone, this Xypha ( a Syriac mts —_ 
Word of the Maſculine Gender * ) this Peter ; to build #srx, &c. 
his Church. I anſwer, the Ancients took the Word 57 AH ' 


as Feminine, and underſtood it rather of his Con/efſon erov. Diſcs. p. 
than of his Perſon. Tf it was = of his Perſon, 3-4#4Secinin 
it was ſpoken by way of Emphaſis , not Excluſion ; 45 1147-4 
for there were twelve Foundations *.Of theſe he might #.6. dixie Pe-. 


be called the firſt, having firſt preached the Goſpel to — | 
Fews and Gentiles +, the Eleven ſtanding up with him, per banc 52s. | 
and he ſpeaking as the Mouth of the Apoſtolical Col: *arCofeſien 

ledg, | ſie. edificarie. 


in Epiſt. ad Voellum. * Rev. 21. 14. Epheſ.2. 20. + ant mY 


CHAP. IV: 


The Fourth Conſideration. Five pretended | 
" Guides enumerated, and found inſufficient. 4 
| I 


| E cannot by the ſtricteſt enumeration, find out 

any living infallible Guide exiſting in any Age | 
after St. Peter and the other Apoſtles in the Chriſtian 
Cn is Guide could at be the, Church fi 1 

1. This Guide could not be the Church diffufrue of the 
firſt Ages. For the ſuffrages of every bk yoo Air Conf. IT, f 
never gathered. And if we will have their ſenſe, they ti 
muſt rife from the dead and give it us. 


2. This 


ESE.” 
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+ Euſeb. I. 3. 
vit. Conſt.c.7, 
8. p. 487. 
Socrat. E.H.l. 
c. 8. p. 19. 


* 1. Concil. 


Labb. Tom, 2. 


p. 50 &c. 
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2. This Guide cannot be the Paith ( as ſuch ) of all 
the Governours of all the Primitive Churches, The fum 
of it was never collected. There were anciently gene- 
ral Creeds, but ſuch as eſpecially related to the Fereſfies 
then on foot ; and who can affirm upon grounds of 
certainty, that each Biſhop in the World conſented to 
each Article, or to each ſo pow 2 

3. This Guide is not a Covtncil perfely free and uni- 
verſal. For a Guide which cannot be had, is none. 
If ſuch a Council could aſſemble, - it would not err in 
the neceſlaries of Faith. For there cannot be a regu 
lar Flock without a Shepherd ; and if all the Spiritual 
Shepherds in the World ſhould at once, and by con- 
ſent, go ſo much aſtray; the whole Flock of the 
Church Catholick would be ſcattered. And that would 
contradi&t the promiſe of Chriſt the Supreme, Faith- 
ful , Infallible Paſtor. But there never was yet an 
Univerſal Council properly ſo called ; Neither can 
we ſuppoſe the probability of it but by ſuppoſing 
the being of one Temporal Chriſtian Monarch of the 
World who might call, or ſuffer it. In the Councils 
called General, if we ſpeak comparatively, there were 
not many Souther» or Weftern Biſhops preſent at them. 
It was thus at that firſt Oecumenical Council,the Coun- 
cil of Nice ; though, in one facred place ( as Euſebius + 
hath noted ) there were aſſembled, Syriavs and Cili- 
cians,Phenicians, and Arabians ; Paleſtinians, Egyptians, 
Thebeans, Libyans, Meſopotamians; a Perfan, a Scythian 
Biſhop ; and many others from other Countreys. But 
there was but one Biſhop for Africa, one for Spain, one 
for Gaul ; two Prieſts as Deputies of the infirm and 
Aged Biſhop of Rome. Whilſt ( for Inſtance fake ) 
there were ſeventeen Biſhops for the ſmall Province of 
* [ſauria. Yet ſuch Councils are very uſeful; fuch we 
reverence ; but God did not ſet them up as the only 


and 
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and the infallible Guides of Faith. If theſe were ſuch 

Guides, what Guided the Church which was before 

them? By what rule was Ebion judged before the 

Council of Nice > How can we be infallibly Guided by 

them in Controverſies of Faith not determined by them; 

nay not —_—_— before them ; nay ſcarce moved till 

theſe latter days 2 Such ( for the purpoſe) are the 
Controverſies about the vertue of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, 

and of  7utification by the Faith of mere recumbexce up- 

on his Merits. Or how ſhall a private Man who errs in 

the Faith, be deliver'd from his Herefite, ſeeing he may 

die ſome years ere a Council can aſſemble, or being af 

ſembled, can form its decrees 2 Arizs vented his Here« 

fie about ten years before the Council of Nice was cal- 

led for the ſuppreſſing of it. And ſoon after he had gi- 

ven vent to it,it ſpread throughout Egypt and Lybiaand 

the upper Thebes, as Socrates * has reported : And in a 

ſhort time many other Provinces and Cities were in- 7 Sr; Ecel. 
fefted with the contagion of it. And in the pretended , 5 ** " 
Council of Trent, no leſs than five Popes were ſucceſlive- 

ly concerned ; and it laſted in ſeveral places longer than 

two legal lives of a Man. + There was indeed a Canon 

in the Weſtern Church * for the holding of a Gouncz/ t From 4. 
once in the ſpace of each ten years: But that Canoy has _ _ 
not -been hitherto obeyed ; and as affairs ſtand in the * V.Concil. 
Church, it is impracticable. For the Pope will exclude ©1f-/ef- 39- 
all the Greek and Reformed Biſhops : he will crowd 

the Aſſembly with Biſhops of his own Creation ; and 

with Abbots alſo ; he will not admit of. former Coun- 

cils unleſs they ſerve his purpoſe ; not ſo much as that +7. Greg Max. 
of 'Nice it ſelf. + He will be the Judg, though about 2.5 31: T0 
his own Spremacy. He will multiply 7talians and others 1/: 4 : Þ 13. 
who upon Oath * owe their. votes to him. Ze will not *Concil Labh. 


hold a Counctl upon the terms approved by all Romiſh nn 


© SYrinces, Nor did they agree at their laſt Council ; the fic. Roman. 


Empe- 
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Emperour would not ſend his Biſhops to Bolegna, nor 

the French King his to Trent. And though the French 

Church believed the Dodrines of that Synod, yet they 

did not receive them from the Authority of it , but 

they embraced them as the former Doctrines of the 

Roman Church. And the Pariftan Faculty ( a ) prepa- 
(s A iy red the way to the Articles of -7rext. 


| See Richer. 8. Notwithſtanding all this, we firmly believe that at 


Conc. general. [eaſt the firſt four _ Councils did not err in Faith ; 
mk - 192» and it is pious to think that God would not ſuffer fo 
great a temptation in the Church on Earth. Yet ſtill 
we believe thoſe Councils not to be infallible in their 
conſtitution, but ſo far as they followed an infallible 
rule. For the greateſt Truth is not always with the 
greateſt number : And great numbers may appear on 
contrary ſides. The Council of Conftantinople under 
Conſtantine Copronymus deſerved that name which was of 
old given to it of The Holy, Great, Oecumenical Seventh 
Synod. It conſiſted of 338 Biſhops lawfully aſſembled : 
and whereas it is ſaid, That none of the Patriarchs joined 
(s)R-H.Guide, with them ( a ), it is very fallaciouſly ſpoken ; for Ana- 
dife. 2. p. 199+ ſtatins Patriarch of Conſtantinople was lately dead ; the 
| three others of” Alexandria, Antioch, and FHieruſalem, 
were prevented by the Saracfens. The Pope was de- 
ſird to be preſent, but refuſed. He was then forming a 
League with Pipin againſt Conſtantine, and greedy of 
the ſpoil of the Exnrchate of Ravenna. This Great 
Council unanimouſly decreed againſt the Tſe of Ima- 
ges in Churches. Yet the ſecond Synod of Nice confiſt- 
ing ofabout three hundred and fifty Biſhops determin'd 
for it. And a while aſter, in the Weſt, the Council of 
Franckford conſiſting of about three hundred Byhops , 
reverſed that decree. And, after that, the Council of 
Trent did re-eſtabliſh it;though there the voting Perſons 
were not fifty. With ſuch uncertain doubles of belief 
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muſt they move who follow a Guide in Religion with- 
out reference to a further rule. X 

But, here, there is offered to us, by the Guide in 04je#. 
Controverfies, * * an Objection, of which this is the * R. Hf 4nwer. 
* ſum. The fifth Canon of the Church of England jp 2 S5% 4n- 
« does declare that the thirty nine Articles were agreed" 907 
* upon for the avoidance of the diverſities of opini- 
* ons , and the eſtabliſhing of conſent touching true 
* Religion. Conſent touching true Religion is conſent 
* in Matters of Faith. Eſtabliſhing of conſent relateth 
* both to Layety and Clergy. The third and fourth 
* Canons of 16409. decree the Excommunication of 
**thoſe who will not abjure their holding Popery and 
& Socinianiſm, The Reformed Churches in France 
* teach the like Doctrine , threatning to cut them off 
< from the Church who acquieſce not in the reſolution 
*of a National Synod. + The fame courſe was taken , ,,.., oy. 
* with the Remonſtrants in the Synod of Dort, * Where- qu confiftoire : 
« fore Proteſtants ought not to detrat from the Au- #w» a” Pluſin 
* thority of General Councils, whilſt they aſſume to #$,\,pwd/of 
: = Ives fo great a Power in their particular Sy- 138. 
© nods. 

The force of this Objection is thus removed. Every ,,,.,. 
Church hath Power of admitting or excluding Mem- 
bers, elſe it hath not means ſufficient to its end, the 
order and concord of its Body. Every particular 
Church ought to believe that it does not err in its de- 
finitions ; tor it ought not to impoſe any known error 
upon its Members. But though it believes it does not 
err, it does not believe it upon this reaſon, becauſe 
God hath made it an infallible Guide; but rather for 
this, becauſe it hath ſincerely and with Gods aſſiſtance 
followed a rule which is infallible. And, upon this 
ſuppoſition, it impoſeth Do&trines, and excludeth ſuch ,, 
as with contumacy diſſent from them (a). 20.21.12, 
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4: This Guide is not the Preſent Church declaring 
to particular Chriſtians the ſenſe of the Church of 
former Ages. How can this declaration be made, ſee- 
in Churches differ, and each Church calls it ſelf the 
true one , and pretendeth to the Primitive pattern 2 
The Church 'of | Reme hath, on her ſide, the ſuffrages 
of all the Councils and Fathers ; the firſt, the middle, 

(B)Camp. Ras, THe aſl, if _— the Jeſuit may be believed (' 4 ). On 
3.p. 180. Rat. the other hand Monfieur Larroque hath Written a Book 
5-p. 185: of the Conformity of the Proteſtant Churches in France 
* Lib. diurn. with the Diſcipline'of the Ancient Chriſtian Church , 
Pontif-?: 35- taking it for granted that their Doctrine was Catholick. 
Apoſtolic Tra- And we likewiſe | ma both to the Doctrine and Diſci- 
ditionis nor- pine of it. All of us cannot be in the right. The Reman 
man 4m Church, without any proof, calleth her ſelfthe Church 
San®or. 318. Catholick;and ſhe pretendeth to conveigh to us the ſenſe 
Parrum "1% of the Ancient Fathers and Councils; which ſenſe was 
raya that they underſtood formerly by the word 7radition. 

* And in this ſenſe a Romaniſ/t ſaid of Pope FHonorius ÞF , 
m—_— that he had broken the rule of Tradition. But how can 
nem. we eſteem that Church a faithful repreſenter of the 
T Hiſtor. M- ſenſe of the Ancients whilſt the Reformed conſult the 
_— 114 Ancients with equal ability, and find a contrary ſenſe 
Sef 4 decr. 1. jn them 2 - Whilf the Church of Rowe *, by a kind of 
je f Eccleſiaſtical Coinage, ſtampeth Divine Authority upon 
appr 14.4 Books eſteemed by the Councils and Fathers to be A4po- 
Nic.1.S Hieron chryphal > + Whilſt it hath forged decrees of Popes, 
"*; "rt * and (like a deceitful Gibeontte ) rendred that which was 
. 26. p. 149. really new, in appearance old and mouldy, on purpoſe 
og SID: to promote the impoſture 2 How doth it give us the 
Pſeudo-Iſodo- ſenſe of the Ancients, when it owneth what it former- 
wn. [lydifownedas Canonical, the Epiſtle to the Zebrews + 2 
Yi _ When it taketh away the Cup which Pope Gela/ins 
*Gratianin de Called a grand Sacriledg * 2 When it now rejecteth the 
Conſecriſt-2. Communicating of Infants which in former times was 


_—_ eſteem- 
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ſteemed by many a very neceſſary point > When a 
former Pope Gregory condemns the Title of Univerſal 
Paſtor as Anti-Chriſtian, anda latter inſiſts upon it as 
the choiceſt Flower in the Papal Prerogative 2 When 
St. Auſtin ( a ) and from him the very Breviary (5) ſhall (4)s 4u7.c-468 
expound Chriſts promiſe, of being always with his 39. umgob. 5 


Church, of the Preſence of his Divinity, and of his yin tine 


Spirit, and not of his Body : And Pope [rmocent the Dominfra 08. 
third ſhall interpret it as meant alſo of. his corporal Aſc.3.noft le. 
preſence (c.)? FCN 
And if the Roman Church falſifpeth written * Tradi- MP. miſts. 

tion, how ſhall we truſt her for Oral 2 And how and at * 9% 
what time did that Oral Tradition remove from Greece 

to Rome where the Greek Church, which it alloweth to 

have been once poſſeſſed of the true Tradition, is accu- 

ſed of Hereſie 2 This principle of Oral Tradition is 

moſt uncertain to their Judges ; and to thoſe to whom 

they offer it, it is moſt obſcure. It is a principle on 

which they can ſerve a purpoſe, in juſtifying novel 

Dodtrines as Oral Traditions not known to any but 

the Roman Church, which pretendeth to the cuſtody of 

them. 

5. This Guide is not what they call the Roman Catholick 

Church, or the Roman with the Colleftion of particular 

Churches in Communion with her, declaring her preſent 

Do@rine by the uniform woice of her Paſtors and Pevple\|. 1 See Vind. of 
Forin ſome Ages there is no ſuch uniform Declaration, B of Meaus,- 
In our Age one part of that Church contradits what * *** 
another ; bad in a very material point, and the Pope 
forbears a formal deciſion. For Example fake, The 
Body of the French Clergy ſets forth four Propoſitions 
which detract from the Infallibility of the Pope. Soon 
after this is done, Georgzus Szelepechemy Arch-biſhop of 

Gran, and Primate of Hungary, do's publickly con- 
demn them as deſtructive to - the fouls of Chriſtian 

Men *. 
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Men *. Herethe Laiety tho in the ſame Roway Church, 


Hunger. p. 6, have in divers Countries, contrary Guides. 


7, 8. Inter ce- 


tera autem que ſe nobis corrigenda ©9 eliminands obtulorunt E5 moram pati non poſſune 
ſine ry ak —_ Animarum, non ultimum lecum tenent quatuor ule Propoſitiones 
. ©c. 


que Cleri Ga 


I|H.Conc. Trid. 
4.2. 


Arg. L 


_—_$tbhG_ 


GHAP. V. 

The Remainder of the Fourth Conſideration 
concerning a fixth pretended Guide, the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome. Alſo the fifth Conſideration 


— the little neceſſity there is for 
ſuch Guidance. 


6. 0d hath not ſet up any one Perſon in the Catholick 

Church in the quality of an nnerring Guide in the 
Chriſtian Faith, The Biſhops of Rome who pretend to 
this Prerogative, do but pretend : It isa tender point ; 
and the Pope's Legates, in the Council of Trent ||, were 
enjoyned to give forth this Advertiſement, that the 
Fathers, upon no account whatſoever, ſhould touch it, 
dr diſpute about it. They who examine it, will ſoon 
reject it as falſe and uſeleſs. 

And, 1. Whether the Pope be or be not the Guide, the 
Men of the Roman Communion are expoſed to dangerous 
uncertainty. For, it is not yet determined amongſt 
them, whether they are to follow the Pope, with, 
or without , or againſt a Council, Yet a Pope hath 
owned a Council which depoſed other Popes , and by 
decree, ſet it ſelf above them, or rather vindicated the 
ſuperiority due toit. Thus Martin the fifth received 
the Papal Mitre from the Council of Conſtance, after it 
had depoſed Gregory the twelfth, Bevedi the thirteenth, 

and 
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and John the twenty third. Again, there have been, 
by the account given us in their own Hiſtorians + , tSeeehe Index 
more than twenty formed Schiſms in that Church, Ss 
. twoor more Popes pretending at the fame time to the colen. 1610. 
infallible Chair, and each of them not being without 
their followers, and giving Holy Orders. And at this 
time there is riſen an Apologiſt * for Mauritius Burdin * Steph.Baluz. 
or Gregory the eighth, though he was eje&ted by the 3 mceiton 
Roman Church, which received Gelaftus into his place; 514. 
Burdin being diſliked by them as a Creature of Fenr 
the Emperour. This Schiſm ( faith St. Bernard + ) +8. Bern. Ep. 
diſtracted that Church, and gave it a wound only not ry I 
incurable. And Baluzius * profeſſeth that it was then p.51 difficile 
difficult to underſtand which of the two , Gregory or tum evee, &s. 
Gelafius was rhe Legitimate ſucceſſor . of Pope Paſchal. 
Now, how uſeleſs to them is the pretence of a Guide, 
when they want ſome os Guide who ſhould tell 
them which of the pretenders they may ſecurely 
follow 2 

Secondly, The Popes themſelves in their Solemn Pro- Arg. 77. 
teſſion , p cor themſelves liable to the miſleading of 
the People even in Matters of Faith. For having 
owned the Faith of the m _— "9 
Councils, © * They further profeſs 0. azurn. Pontif. 2 profeſſio fides. 
* themſelves and Sh to t ſub- þ.45-—Vnde & dts anathema 
” jet to an Anathema , if they ad- quam, ſeu nos, five eft Alius, qus no- 
* vance novelty contrary to the a- þ gt rel rh - pn 
* foreſaid Evangelical Tradition, qoxe fides, Chriſtianeg; Reloionss in. 
« and the integrity of the Otthodox #4x7i#arem, &c. 
« and Chriſtian Faith. 

Thirdly, If the Pope challengeth this Power of In- 4,, 1IT. 
fallible Guidance, he muſt lay claim to it þ y his ſucceeding S 
of St. Peter in that Chair Apoſtolical. But by equal rea- 
ſon, the ſucceſſors of each Apoſtle may challenge the 
office of an infallible Guide. For the Power _ 

ri 
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Chriſt gave to St. Peter, he gave to the -reſt: 'It was 
not ſpecial. They did not underſtand that Chriſt intend- 
ed by his Promiſe ( 7 ) to- give greater Power to St. 
(e) 4 Rs Peter, than to the-reſt.; tor there aroſe a controverſie 
24126.8-Luk. among them after this, who ſhould be chief, and Chriſt 
22.24,25. declared againſt ſuch - warmer þ When they were to- 
gether asin an Apoſtolical Colledg , before or on the day 
of -Pentecoſt, there was need of a Prz/ident for Order 
fake ; and St. Peter might then be the Firſt of them. He 
was not ſo after they were diſperſed in order to the pro- 
pagation of the Chriſtian Faith, and the planting of 
Churches ; he was not fo at Feruſalem, where St. James 
being the Biſhop, had-the Precedence; and in Rome it 
ſelf St. Pauls\Province at the -beginning ſeems to have 
-been greater than St. Peters; it being the Province of 
the Gentiles, whilſt St.-Peterswwas that of the Fews. Ac- 
cordingly St. Pauls Chand was more in che-City, St. 
Peters in the Suburbs, the Yatrcane being then ( as 
+Thornd Epil- Mr. Thorndike calls it + ) the Fewry of Rome. And for 
3 EY 7-184, the Biſhops of Antioch who firſt+ ſucceeded St. Peter, 
they have a much fairer pretence than thoſe of - Rome. 
The truth is, #eruſalem was properly the Mother- 
* Church: Though Reme was the Imperial City; and if 
by this means the Popes. had not fate-higher, they would 
not have pretended to ſec further than others. 
Arg.1V. Fourthly, Thoſe who have confidered the writings of 
; many Popes, and the decrees made by them , have frund 
no reaſon to lay their Faith at their Golden Sandal, It is 
maniteſt to everyLearned man,that the eyes.of thePope 
are not ( metaphorically ) like thoſe of Augu/tas, in 
which { it is ſaid ) there appeared a brightneſs like 
that of the Sun. If we.had more of their Hiſtory, 
and more of .their Writings, we ſhould find more of 
their errors. They have ſhewed both ignorance and 
extravagance in opinion, -and error in the Faith it elf, 


There 
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There are not, perhaps, weaker or more abſurd paſſages 
in any Eccleſiaſtical Writer, than we may find in the 
works of Pope Innocent the third, who was called the 
Wonder of the World *. He faith of Subdeacons that * Ma. Par.4 
they repreſented the Nethinims + ( or Nathinnims as he 1217. ftupor 
calls them; ) and that Nathaniel! was one of that Order. + Exra. "= 
* That the Pope does not uſe a Paſtoral rod, becauſe St. +1,wc.3.M " 
Peter ſent his Staff to Eucharius the firſt Biſhop of miſſe 1. x. x 
Treves, to whom Maternus ſucceeded , who , by the #153. 
fame Staff, was raiſed from the dead. + That the $hence.2. ibid 
People have ſeven Salutations in the Maſs, in order to «. 62. fl 165. 
the expelling the ſeven deadly Sins, and receiving: the 
ſevenfold Grace of God. * That an Epiſtle, ſignifying in * Bid. 2. c. 
Greek an Over-ſending or ſupererogation, the word agrees 24-f#- 170. 
very well to the Apoſtolical Epillles, which are ſuperad- 
ded to the Goſpel ( a ). He allots to each Article of the (@) 1i4c. 29: 
Apoſtolical and Conſtantinopolitan Creeds, a particular #4171. 
Apoſtle, and finds the myſtery in all things that are 
twelve in number. For example fake, in the twelve 
loaves of Shew-Bread ; in the twelve Tribes ; twelve 
hours, twelve Months. 
He gives this reaſon why Water is by the Biſhop 
mixed with Wine in the Holy Chalice ; becauſe it is 
faid in the Revelation, that many Waters ſignify man 
People, and that Chriſt ſhed bis Blood for the People Gb) (b) bid e. 58. 
He faith that Judas was not at the Sacrament ( c ) bee Fol. r77. 
cauſe he was not to drink it new with Chriſt in his King- (0) 8 3* _ 
dom, which priviledg he had promiſed to all the par= 
takers. He teacheth that Mice eat only the Shews of 
Conſecrated Bread (' 4 ). He profeſſeth rather to vene- (4) Ibid. e. 16. 
rate Sacraments than to prie into them ( e ), becauſe it xy ry 
is written in Exodus the twelfth, concerning the Paſ. 5 19: 
chal Lamb, Eat not of it raw, nor ſodden at all with 
Water, but roſt with Fire. | have not narrowly ran- 
facked the plaits of the Popes Veſtments for this retuſe- 
E matter ; 
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matter ; It is obvious enough ; and fo were a great ma- 
ny other fayings of equal weakneſs ; but I am weary 
of them. There have been other Popes alſo extremely 
Credulous and Injudicious. Eugenivs the third approved 
of the Propheſies or Enthuſiaſtick Dreams of F7lde- 
gardis, in the Synod of Triers, as Inſpirations. Pope 
Zachary jadged the true Dodtrine of Antipodes, to be 
__— - caſe of = more Learned and Knowing 
; Virgilius ( a. ) Herein the Pope committed a greater 
wh Re —_ than the poor Prieſt who Baptized in nat, - ar 
—_— wy : & filia & Spiritus Sanfta ( b. )and whoſe lack of Latin 
Rer. Boic. p Boniface the German Apoſtle would have puniſhed by the 
148.de perver- Rebaptization of his Proſelytes, if the faid Yirgilius 
- hn em[95r- had not, by application to that Pope, prevented it. It 
Zuamcontra, is true, Virgilius was accuſed as an Heretick who had 
dominum © (ſet up another Surr and another Moon, as well. as a- 
no nother World of Men whoſe feet were oppoſite to qurs. 
guodſcil. alius But Yelſeras himſelf (c )hath the ingenuity to confeſs that 
_— gs this was meant only of the Sun and Moon as ſhining 
terra fint ali- tO Our Antipodes, as well as to us. And that theaccufati- 
«ſt; SS Lu- on was framed by ignorant Men who had not the 
year yur acuteneſs to underſtand the Globular form of the Earth, 
teri, hunc ac- and the ſcheme of the propoſer.Neither had Pope Zacha- 
—_— ry himſelf ſagacity enough to. diſcern the nature of this 
Sacerdot is be- ridiculous charge. He who can miſtake Truth for Here- 
74 "ap fie, may miſtake Hereſie for Truth. 

pet _ "Now that Popes haveerred not only in leſſer things, 
(c) Ve!ſ: 16;d. but even in matters of Faith , is plain from Hiſtoty. 
p 149+ I will inſtance only in Yigilinus and Honorius, for- 
bearing to ſpeak, of Liberius and divers others who 

ſwerved from the truely Ancient Catholick Faith. 
Pope Yigilins framed a Conſtitution in favour of the 
three Chapters or Neſtorian-Writings of Tbas Biſhop of 
Edeſſa, Theodorus of Mopſueſtia, and Theodoret Biſhop 
of Cyrus. This Conſtitution was publiſhed by Cardinal 


Bare» 
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Baronius + out of an Ancient Manuſcript in the Vatican t Baron. Au- 
Library : And he calls it a Decree * in defence of theſe ns. & 259-06 
Chapters. In this decree the Pope doth not only juſtify > ap / 
theſe Heretical Writings, but, with the Followers of * 14- Bid. N. 
Theodorus, he falſly chargeth upon the Council of Chal. v7 page 
cedon the Epiſtle of 7bas +, and calls it Orthodox. This N-192. + + 
charge the Fathers of the fitth general Council ( a ) (4) conc. c 
ſhew to be unjuſt and falſe. That Council condemneth Rane. 2. Cole 
thoſe three Chapters as Heretical, And , together : 5 
with them, it condemneth (4) Pope Yigzlius and others (6) Defin. 
under the name of Sequaces or Followers of Neftorius ©9ne. col.8. 
and Theodorus. Baronius himſelf acknowledgeth that the 
decree of that Comncil was ſet up againſt the decree of 
that Pope ( c. ) Theſe Chapters had not been condemned 
if they hadnot contained in them the Neforian-Here. _—_ = 
fie. The Epiſtle of bas does, in particular manner, 2!2. p. 4t7. 
extol Theodorus. And the Council aftirmeth concerning —_— F 
his Creed, that the Father of lies compoſed it. And it ade hebreiki 
denounceth a Curſe againſt both the Compoſer and the ©2frueumy 
Believers of it. Yet doubtleſs theſe writings were in rentia df 
themſelves inconſiderable enough. But the Council oppo- non nemina 
ſed them with fuch vigour , becauſe the Faction had ** 
made them very popular, and advanced them into the 
Quality of a kind of ' Bible of the Party.” . 
For Pope Honorius, he fell into the , _ 
Hereſie of the Monothelites. * That 1s Myr Lb 0192. 193. 4 
of thoſe who held that there is but one cilior, minime cans GEES 
Will in both the Natures of Chriſt. # #4, 9#0d dicae aperte. Unde & 
Fhis Do@rine he publiſhed in his E- fri jet Chats emur dom. 
piſtles. This was declared in the ſixth # Sn. 6. att. 12, 13. See Richer. 
general Council F in his Letters ſent 4 Cone General. vol. 1. p. 569. 
to Sergius of Conſtantinople , which 
the Fathers with unanimous conſent, condemned 
to the Firc. He is anathemariz'd by the ſeventh Sy- 
E 2 nod * 
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* 01n. 7. AA. ult. p. 886. Con. in 
L bb. Richer. H.C onc. Gen. vol. 1. 
P- 658. Ad calc. ejuſd. AF. 7. in 
% mn. editionibus Concil. legitur 
Epiſt. Synod. quam Tarafius, &c. 
—— Et diſerte narrat cunttosPa- 
tres —— Honorium damnaſſe. 


(a) Syn. oF. Allo. 3. 


* Breviar. Rom. Anns 1553. 3 
Lea. in pervigil. SS. Per. 6&9 Pau- 
ti v. not. in Cenſ. Hung. p- 13, 
T4- 


(a) Lib.diurn. Pontif. Conf. fid. 2. 
p. 41. Autores Vero novi hareti- 
cs dogmatis, Sergium, Pyrrhum, 
Pautum, £5  Petrum Epiſcopos, u- 
na cum _—_ (qui pravis eorum 
aſſertionibus fomentum umpen- 
t pariterq; E3 Theodorum Pha- 
ramitanum, & Cyrum Alexan- 
drinum-, cum eorum amitators- 
bus, Es. 


fi Pref. ad 1. Diurn. p. 3. Ap- 
pend- p. 174, 175, 5c. 180, 157. 


% 


nod * ; as alſo by Pope Adrian the Se- 
cond, in the Eighth (a): And he was 
at firſt expreſly anathematized for com- 
firming the Wicked Dedtrine of Sergius. 

The guilt of Herefie in Honorius is 
acknowledged in one Edition at leaſt 
* of the Roman Breviary , where it is 
ſpoken in the praiſe of Leo the Second 
that he received that Zoly Synod, 
-—-- in which Honorius, Pyrrhus, Ser. 
gius, were condemned; and owned in 
the Solemn Profeſſion of Faith made 
by the Popes at their entrance on the 
Papacy ( a ), as is manifeſt from the 
words in the Liber Diurnus, The 
Caſe is plain, but Garnerius and Mar- 
chefius have done their good wills to 
darken and perplex it. Garneri«s the 
Jeſuit maintains the Antiquity || of 
the Liber Diurnus, and the integrity 
of the Acts of the S:xth Synod ; but 
he will not grant that FHonorius was 
a Monothelite, Marchefius the Ora- 
torian will not allow of the Liber 


Diurnus tho it was collefted betwixt the years 563 and 
752, and the Character of the MSS. ſhow'd the book to 
be of venerable Age : He rejeRs the As of the Sixth 
Synod as corrupted : He ſuſpects that ſome Impoſtor had 
3 Vind.P. Ho- a hand in the As of the Seventh Þ: He abſolves Fo- 
nor-p.276. &c. ,orius from all manner of Herefie : He took the firſt 


p65, &c. p 


360, 4c0,401. Itep falſe, when he believed that a Pope was infallible, 
P- 317 and that causd him to err in all that follow'd ; but 


this matter is ſo manifeſt, that Melchi- 


(b ) Melch. Can. Loci com. L. 6. 6. pp Canys ( b 3 profeſſeth, no Sophiſtry 


zele. p. 242.243 06. 


is artful enough to put the Colour of 
a plauſible 
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a plauſible defence upon it. A late Romaxiſt hath un- 

dertaken to write the /7i/tory of the Monothelites ( c)) ; (<) Hiſt-Mon 

and the Defence of Honorius ſeemeth to be the principal Par. 1670. | 
motive to that undertaking. Yet ſo great is the power 

of Truth, and ſach, in this caſe, is the plainneſs of it, 

that in the Apologiſt himſelf, we find theſe conceſſions : 

That the Pope ( a ) was condemned by the Council, (4) Linn oy 

and that the Council was not to be blamed + ; that Pope 226 BY 

Leo the ſecond owned both the Council and the Sentence, | 218: 

and that ZHenvorius was Sentenced as an Heretick *, He 4) & ls 

would abate this guilt by faying ( 4) that Fonorins cr- #03. 

red as a private Perſon, and not as Head of the Church, 

becauſe his Epiſtle was hortatory, and not compulſive. 

It is true, he erred not as Head of the Church, for ſuch 

he was not, neither as ſuch was he owned. But he ecr- 

red as a publck perſon, and with Heretical obſtinacy. 

For Pope Leo, as he noteth, faid concerning him, that coca 

he had made it his buſineſs to betray and ſubvert the Holy profana ow 

Faith (c ). OY 

Now this matter of Fact ſufficeth for the refuting {779mm 

all the fallacious reaſonings of the patrons of Papal in- natus eſt—— 
fallibility. For all muſt agree that they are not uner- Flmmen 

ring Guides who aQtually err. The Sieur de Balzac (d) 123, * " 

mocksat the weakneſs of one of the Romiſh Fathers, (4) Socr. 

who offered four reaſons to prove that the Duke D' Eſ- © Þ 483 
peruon was not returned out of England: And offered 

them to a Gentleman who had ſeen him ſince his return. 

In order to the evading the force of theſe Reaſonings, | 

ſome of late have gone about to new mould the Contro- 

verſie. They will not deny that Pope Agatho conſented 
to the Condemnation of Z7onorius, that he was rightly 
condemn'd, that Popes are liable to Herefie ||. 'They * See R. H. 
place the Infallibility of Church:Guidance in a General 7 Churcb 
Council, joined with, and confirmed by the Biſhop of the "_ 


150, 
See Apoſtolick, 
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To this State of the Queſtion, many things may be 
* ſaid, 
xt. This is contrary to the belief of the Jeſuits, who 
are a great part of the preſent governing Rowan 
Church, and who in their late Theſes in the College of 
* Dec. 12. A, Clermont maintained this Afſertion *, © That, in the 
1651. PA *Church of Rome, there was a Judg of Controverſies in 
Controv. fidei © Faith, even without a General Council, both in Queſtions 
Judex exam « of Right and Fact. 
= _—_— 2. The Roman See, is not the only See Apoſtolick, 
Queſt. juris, neither did the Pope either Summon, or ſtrictly ſpeak- 
rum acti. {1g confirm the General Councils moſt truly fo 
calld. 
* Bellar. de 3. Bellarmine himſelf teacheth * that one cauſe of 
Concil.1.1.C-9- the calling of a General Council, is a Suſpicion of He- 
reſie in the Pope. Now, is it probable that ſuch a 
Pope ſhould either call one, or having call'd it, con- 
firm it againſt himſelf? And it feems, if he does not, 
it is not Authentick. It is true, a new Pope may be 
induc'd tocall a Council, and to condemn a former one ; 
but whilſt the former Heretical Paſtor lives, what a 
Guide have the Sheep ? 

* 4. In new Controverſies, Before a General Council be 
call'd and confirm'd by their See A4poftolick , where is 
the Infallible Guide > The Precept of having a Pope 

* Richer. has been held to-be Affirmative, and not Negative *, 
de Eccl. & and believed not to bind always.For the Church ſubſiſts 
20.33, After the Death of ſuch a pretended Head,and during the 
Vacancy of any See, and after the Death of Marcellinus, 

the See was Vacant ſeven years. And whilſt Popes live, 

they either will not, or cannot procure General Coun- 

cils for many years; and what ſhall the unſatisfied do, 

during theſe Intervals? We are told that, i» new Con- 

* RH. of troverfies ariſing *, and not formerly determin'd by ſuch 
Church Au- Councils, Church Guides may juſtly impoſe filence, till ſuch 


_ Controverſies ſhall be decided. But, 


Þ dhe 
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But, is this Impoſition not as practicable in the Eng- 
liſh, as in the Roman Church 2 And all this while, 
where is the Infallibility 2 And who is it, that uner- 
ringly Guides their inward Faith , whilſt preſent Au- 
thority governs their Manners? 

After all this, theſe very men, who rely ſo much 
upon Councils, rely finally upon the Judgment of the 
Pope. For trom him they take the Senſe of the Coun- 
cil of Trext, which intruſted the Pope with the main 
of the Aﬀair. From Popes, after the breaking up of 
the Council, they receive the Correction of the Copy 
of the Bible in the Vulgar Latin; the Catechiſmus ad 
Parochos, the corre&t Breviary, the Creed which 
contained their additional Articles. Sixtus Quintus , 
Clemens Oftavus, Pius Quartus, are their Infallible 
Guides. 


There ſeemeth no fitneſs in the conſtitution of ſuch a Confid, V. 


Guide ; nor any neceſſity for 2. 

Had it been agreeable to Gods Wiſdom, his Wiſdom 
would not have been wanting to it ſelf. God having 
made Man a Reaſonable Creature, would not make void 
the uſe of Deliberation, and the freedom of his Judg- 
ment. There is no vertue in the Aſſent, where the 
Eye is forced open, and the Light held directly to it. 
It is enough that God, the rewarder of them who be- 
lieve, hath given Men ſufficient faculties, and ſufficient 
means. 

And, ſeeing Holineſs is as eceſſary to the pleaſing of 
God, and to the peace of the World , as Union in Do- 
Arine (to which there is too frequently given a lifeleſs 
Aſeent ) ; ſeeing there muſt be Chriſtian Obedience as 


long as there is a Church; ſeeing (as the Guide in Con- * x. x7 Anne. 
troverſy * himſelf urgeth) the Catholick Church and all on D.St, Anſ: 
the parts of it are believed, in the Creed, to be Holy or: 


as well as Orthodox : We ask not the Romani/ts an umper- 
tinent 
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tinent Queſtion when we deſire them to tell us why a 
means to Infallibility in the judgment, rather than irre- 
ſiſtableneſs in the pious choice of the Will, is to be by 
Heaven provided in the Church 2 Both ſeem a kind of 
Deſtination of equal neceſſity. 
And this ſeems to have been the ſehce of Facobus 
* Jac Alm lib. + 


1/34. Ee. - Aimain, who wrote about the time of the q——_— 
cleſ cap. 10.p. of Luther ; for after having prov'd, as he conceived, 
dur ug" Y that the Pope might err judicially as wel as perſonally, 
5m fr and in a matter of Faith as well as in other matters ; he 


eum Impecca- concludes to this purpoſe, © It is a wonder that the Ad- 


bilem, &f. *yerſaries do not aſſert that the Pope is [mpeccable ; 
« and I believe they would do ſo, if the daily Actions 
* of Popes did not compel them to believe the con- 
* trary. 
a _— 


CHAP. VI. 


The Fifth Propoſition relating to the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Guidance uſed by the Reformed. 


UT though the Reformed, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Fees B Church of England, = no Cty for an Ellible 
Guide, nar believe there is one on the face of the Earth, 
yet they do not rejett all Eccleſiaſtical Guidance ; but al- 
low it great place in matters of Diſcipline and Order ; 
and ſome place alſo ( though not that of an unerrring 
Judge ) in Matters of Faith, 

At the beginning of the Reformation, the Proteſtants 
though they refuſed the judgement ot the Pope their 
Enemy, yet they declined not the determination of a 
Council. - And, in the Aſſembly at Ausburgh, the Ro- 
maniſts and Proteſtants agreed in a Councilas the Um- 


pire 
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pire of their publick difference. At this the Pope was 


ſo alarumed (faith the Sieur de Mezeray*®) that he wrote * HiÞt. Fran. 


to the Kings of France and England, © that he would do © 153% 
* w the nary deſire, provided they hindred the calling 
© of a Council. 
In the Reformation of the Church of England great 
regard was had to the Primitive Fathers and Councils, 
And the aforeſaid French Hiſtorian was as much miſta- 
ken in the affairs of Our Church, when he faid of our Re- 
ligion, that it was a medly of the Opinions of Calvin and 


Luther (a) , as he was afterwards ig the affairs of our (a) Mex. Hip. 


State, when he faid King James was elefedat the Guild. 4 1545 
hall King of England (b). (b) 14. 5b. 4. 

The Romaniſts repreſent us very falſly, whilſt they fix *53: 
upon us a private Spirit, as it ſtands in oppoſition to the 
Authority of the Catholick Church. 

Mr. Alabaſter (c) expreſſeth one motive to his Con- ('c) ge 3, 
verſion to the Roman Church in theſe Words : © Weigh Recſters 7 mo- 
* together the Spouſe of Chriſt, with Luther, Calvin, yr, IF 4 
&* Melanhon : Oecumenical Councils with private Opi- © * © 

© nions; The Reverend and Learned Fathers with Arz- 

<« us, Aetius, Vigilantius, Men always in their time 

« Burned for Hereticks [ of which words; the former 

are falſe reaſoning, the latter are falſe Hiſtory.] The 

Biſhop of Meaux (4) reaſons after the fame fallacious ( c,,.. . 
manner, © Suppoſing a Proteſtant to be of this perſwa- vec M. Claude 
« fon, that he can underſtand the Scriptures better than #: 110. 
& all the reſt of the Church together ; of which perſwa- 

ſion he faith very truly, that it exalteth Pride, and re- 
moveth Docillity. 

The Guide in Controverſies (4 ) puts the'Queſtion (4) RH. An 
wrong in theſe terms. © Whether a Proteſtant, in re- noe. on D. Se. 
« fuſing the ſubmiſſion of his Judgment to the Authori- 4%#- 7.84 
*ty or Infallibility of the Catholick Church in her 
« Councils, can have, in ſeveral Articles of neceſfary 

F *Faith, 
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© Faith, wherein the ſenſe of Scripture is controverted, 
* as ſure a Foundation of his Faith, as he who ſubmits 
* his Judgment to the foreſaid Authority, or alſo Infal- 
* bility 2 Here the Catholick Church is put in place of 
the Roman, Authority and Infallibility are joyned toge- 
ther ; and it is ſuggeſted diſhoneſtly concerning the Re- 
formed, that they lay aſide the Authority of the Catho- 
lick Church in her General Councils. Authority may 
be owned where there is no Infallibillity ; for it is not 
in Parents Natural or Civil: Yet both teach and go- 

vern us. i, 
If others reje&t Church-Authority, let them who are - 
guilty of ſuch diſorderly Irreverence, ſee to it. The 
Chriſtians of the. Church of Eg/aud are of another 
Spirit. Of that Church this is one of the Articles: 
Art. 26. *' The Church hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
* nies, and Authority in Controverſies of Faith. There 
Maya nn * is a Queſtion ( faith Mr. Se/den * ) about that Arti- 
MS. in he > Cle concerning the Power of the Church, whether 
word Chutch, © theſe Words [ of having Power in Controverſies of 
Sell. 5. * Faith] were not Stolen in. But, it's moſt certain, 
they were in the Book of Articles that was confirmed ; 
*though, in ſome Editions, they have been left out. 
4 Do8. 65 pg. IEy were fo in Dr. Mocket's||; but he is to be con- 
lie. Beel. Ang. {idered in that Edition as a private Man. Now this 
A-1617-.129. Article does not make the Church an Infallible G«ide 
in the Articles of Faith, but a Moderator in the Con- 
troverſies:about Faith. The Church doth not aſſume 
that Authority to it ſelf in this Article which, in the 


* Art. 19. gy * , It denied to the Churches of Jeruſalem , 


Alexandria, Antioch and Rome. When perverſe Men will 
raiſe ſuch Controverſies, who is ſo fit, for Peace ſake, to 
interpoſe, as that Church where the Flame is kindled 2 
There can be no Church without a Creed ; and each 
particular Church ought to believe her Creed to be 


true, 
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true, and, by conſequence , muſt exerciſe her Autho- 
rity in the defence of preſumed Truth. Otherwiſe | 
ſhe is not true to her own conſtitution. But ſtill ſhe | 
a&ts under. the caution given by St. Auguſtine ( a )), (4) S. Aug. de 
* You bind a Man on Earth : Take heed they be juſt TR 

«* bonds in which you retain him. For Juſfice will 72": 
< break ſuch as are unjuſt, in ſunder. And whileſt the 
Church of Exg/and challengeth this Authority, ſhe doth 
not pretend to it from any ſupernatural gift of infallibli- 
ty, but ſo far only as ſhe believes ſhe hath ſincerely 
followed an - infallble Rule. For of this importance 
are the next words of the Article before remembred. 

As It is not Lawful for the Church to ordain 

* any thing that is contrary to Gods word written. 

- And beſides the fame, it ought not to enforce 

= a 5B to be believed for neceſſity of Salvati- 
* on 

* After this manner the Church of Eng/and aſlerteth (6) Are. 20. 
her own Authority ; and ſhe runs not into any extream 
about the Authority of Councils, or the Catholick 
Church. 

We make Confeſſion of the Ancient Faith expreſſed | | 
in the Apoſtolical, Nicene, or Conſtantinopolitan and . 
Athanaſian Creeds. The Canons of Forty, rejedt the 
Hereſie of Socinus as contrary to the firſt four general 
Councils ( c ). Our very Statute-Book hath reſpe& to ,,, 

- themin the adjudging of Herefie ( 4 ). Yet our Church (4) ; Elix. *5 
ſtill teacheth concerning them( e ),that *things by them Se8. 36. 

<* ordained have neither Strength nor Authority, unleſs — 

* it may be declared that they be taken out of Holy 

* Scripture. 

When Controverſies ariſe, eſpecially when the doubts 
concern not ſo much the Article of Faith it ſelf, as the 
Modes of it, we grant to ſuch venerable Aſſemblies 
a Potiority of Judgment : Or if we aſſent not, yet for 
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peace ſake weare humbly filent : We do not altogether 
refuſe their Umpirage. We think their Definitions 
good Arguments againſt unquiet Men who are chiefly 
moved by Authority. We believe them very uſeful in 
the Controverſies betwixt us and the Church of Rome ; 
and as often as they appeal to Primitive Fathers and 
Councils , to Fathers and Councils we are willing to go 
with them, and to be tryed by thoſe who were nigher 
to the Apoſtles,in the Quality of W:tneſſes rather than 
Judges. We believe that in matters of Truth of which 
we are already perſwaded, there may be added by the 
Suffrages of Councils and Fathers, a degree of Corro- 
3 Ep.118.Con- boration to our Aſſent. In fum, we fay with St. Auſtin + 
cil. in Eccl, that there is of Councils in theChurch of God a moſt whole- 
Deiſulu' ſome [tho not an infallible] Autbority. And if S. Gregory 
Autboritatem- Nazianzen never faw, as he faith, a happy effe of any 
(a) Greg-Naz. Synod ( a ), this came not to paſs from the Nature of 
Ep.q2,ad Pro- tj. means as not conducive to that end, bur from the 
_ looſeneſs of Government, and the depraved manners of 
the Age in which he hved : For ſuch were the times 
of Y, = the Emperor. 

It is true, there are ſome among us, tho not of us, 
who with diſdainful infolence, contemn all Authority ; 
even that of the Sacred Scripture it ſelf. Theſe pre- 
tend to an infallible Light of immediate and perſonal 
Revelation. It hath hapned according to the Proverb, 
Every Man of them hath a Pope within him. FHexr 
Nicholas puffed up many vain ignorant people with this 
proud Imagination. ZZetherington a Mechanick, about 
the: end of the Reign of King Fames, advanced this no- 
tion of Perſonal Infallibility. His followers believed they 
could not err in giving deliberate Sentence in Religion 

a). And this was the principle of Wy»/tanly and the firſt 
(0/00D. akers, tho the Leaders, ſince they were embodied, 
white wolf, have 1n part forſaken it, | 


But 
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But theſe Enthuſiaſts have intituled the Holy Spirit * Conc. Lar. 
of God to their own Dreams. They have pretended to 4 1". 
Revelations which are contrary to one another. They net wy 
can be Guides to themſelves only, becauſe they cannot Max. p. 291, 


by any fppernatural ſign prove to others that they are = _— 
inſpired. ras Denies 
And fuch Enthuſiaſm is not otherwiſe favoured. in F#tura que- 
the Church of E»g/and than by Chriſtian pity, in conſi- Fcciefi, ini 
deration of the infirmity of Humane Nature ; but in ratione qua- 


the Church of Rome, it hath been favoured to that De- i wn 
gree, that it hath ( they ſay ) founded many Orders mo preploen 


and Religious Houſes, and- given Reputation to ſome #p/ promirrie, 


. «2 Me. Paulus Ap* 
Doctrines , and canoniz'd not a few Saints amongſt ,,.1c,mum 


them. The Inſpiration of S. H1ildegardis, S. Catharine princeps Sps- 


of Siena, S. Tereſa, and many others, ſeemeth to many 797% __ 
to have been vapour makiug impreſſion on a devout guere prophe- 


fancy - Yet the Church of Rome in a Council under #4: n0 __ 
Leo the Tenth, hath too much encouraged ſuchdiſtem- 7,1, rabulo-. 
per as propheſie*. forum 65 men- 


For private Reaſon it is the handmaid of Faith ; we 44m gregs 
. . 4 COnmumer ars 
uſe it, and not ſeparately from the Authority ot the »e/ alicer im- 


Church, but as a help in diſtinguiſhing true from falſe pedirs minime 


Authority. And in ſo plain a caſe as Hereſie,if our Church —_ he 


thinketh a private Man may without an infallible 3. Licee enim 
Guide on Earth judg aright of it, it does but believe Henorio poſt 


mortem Ana- 


as Pope Adrian the Second believed?: tor ſpeaking of the ;hema fir di- 
Sentence againſt Pope Honorivs, he excuſeth it 1n point #um ab Ori- 


of good behaviour, becauſe it was given in the caſe of _ 


Hereſie. For in that caſe, and in that caſe alone, he al- men eſt quia 
lowed Inferiours ( fo he was pleaſed to call the Oriental fuerar ſuper 


Biſhops ) to reject the corrupt ſenſe of thoſe who are mg 
ſuperior to them. quam ſolam 
[ will haſten to the next Propoſition , after I have — 

. . . HS Made 
added one thing more which relates to the guidance of jorum ſuorum 
. mOorious 
ſtend;,vel pravos ſenſus libere — 

Eccle- 
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Eccleſiaſtical Authotity : And it is thiss Thoſe of the 

Unlearned Laity who are Members of the Church of 
Enggand,have much more of the juſt guidance of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Authority than the like Order of Men in the 
Church of Rowe. For the Authentick Booky of that 
Church being all writren in the Latin Tongue, the il- 
literate People reſolve their Faith into the ability and 
honeſty of their Confeſlor or Pariſh Prieſt. They take 
it upon his word , that this is the Doctrine , this the 
Diſcipline, this the Worſhip of their Church. Where- 
as each Miniſter in our Church can dire@ the People 
to the Holy Bible, to the Books of Homilies, Articles, 
Canons, Common-Prayer, Ordination , as ſet forth in 
their native Tongue , by publick Authority. Of 
this they may be aſfured by their own Eyes,as many as 
can but competently read. They do not only take this 
from the mouth of a Prieſt , but from the Church it 
felf, Where the Laws of the Church and the Statutes 
of the Civil Government are written in an unknown 
Tongue, there the unlearned depend more upon private 
than publick Authority ; for they receive the Law 

from particular Prieſts or Judges. 


| 
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CH AP. VII 


: Propoſition the Sixth, concerning the Rule of 


Faith, the Holy Scripture, conſidered un- 
der Three Aſſertions, 


s 2 —_ Ecclefraſtical Authority be a help to ow Prop. VI. 

Faith, yet the Holy Scripture is the only infallibl® 
rule of it ; and by this Rule and the Miniſterial Aids of 
the Chriſtian Church, we have ſufficient means without 
Submiſſion to Papal Infallibility, to attain to certainty 
in that Faith which is gerneally neceſlary to Salvation. 

I do not mean that, by believing the whole Canon 

of the Scripture in groſs, we thereby believe all the 
neceſſary Articles of the Faith, becauſe they are there- 
in contained, That looks too like a fallacy ; and it 

) =_— countenance toan uſeleſs Faith. For he that be- 
teves on this manner, hath as it were {wallow'd a Creed 
in the lump only, whereas it is neceſſary for a Chriſtian 
to know each particular Article and the general Nature 
and Tendency of it. Otherwiſe his Faith will not have a 
diſtin influence upon his Chriſtian behaviour,to which 
if it were not uſeful, it were not neceſſary. To believe in 
general as the Scriprure believes, is with the Blind and 
Flexible Faith of a Romani/t , to believe at adventure. 
He believes as his Church believes, but he knows not 
what is the belief of his Church ; and therefore is not 
_— by that Faith to behave himſelf as a Member 
OT It. 

The Scripture is that rule of Faith which giveth us 

m__ particular Articles which are neceſſary to eter- 
na C 
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By this rule the Primitive Fathers govern'd them- 

ſelves, and this-they commended to the Churches; and 

Clemens Alexandrinus ( a ) does in terms call the Con- 

(a) Cl. Alex. ſent of the Old, and Ngy Teſtament the Ecclefiaſtical 

_ 2 xance- Canon, and the Toxchſtoue of true and falſe. TIwill not 

arenle — ar _—_ ; enough of them are already col- 

«, Oc. lected ' | 

— y I will rather purſue the Argument before me, in 

dS» xe- theſe three Aſſertions. 


ria Dave. Firſt, 4 Proteſtant without the ſubmiſſion of his Tudg- 
nant.deJudice ment to the Roman Church, may be certainly direfted to 


& — the Canonical Books of Holy Scripture. 


D. Till. Ruleof Secondly , Fe may without ſuch ſubmiſſion, ſufficiently 
Faith, part 4 underſtand the Rule of Faith, and find out the Senſe of 
= P32 (ach places in thoſe Canonical Books, as is neceſſary to the 
; belief of a true Chriſtian. | : 
hirdly, This rule of Faith is the principal means of 
Union in Faith in the Chriſtian Church. 
Firſt, 4 Proteſtant without the ſubmiſſion of his Judg- 
Aſs. 2. ment to the Roman Church, may be certainly ple f + 
Holy Scriptures. | 
It is commonly ſaid by men of the Roman perſuaſion, 
but injudiciouſly enough, That we may as well receive 
our Creed from them, as we do our Bible. The Scribes 
and Phariſees might have ſaid the like to the People of 
the Fews. But with the good Text, they conveighed 
down to them a very falſe gloſs, and miſinterpreted the 
Propheſies,as meant of a pompous temporal Meſiah.But, 
for the Reformed , they have received neither Creed 
nor Bible from the Church of Rome. The firſt enumera- 
tion of thoſe Books they find in the Apo/tolical Canons , 
and in thoſe of the Council of Lavodicea ; no Weſtern 
Writings. They have received the Scriptures from the 
Univerial Church of all Ages and Places, the Copies 


of them having been as widely diſperſed as the Chriſti- 


ans 
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ans themſelves. And they receive them not from the 


infallibility of any particular Church , but upon the - 


validity of this ſure principle, That all the Chriſtian 
World, fo widely diſperſed, could not poſſibly conſpire 
in the impoſing of falſe Books upon them. 

For particular Churches, we may , of all others ſuf. 
pet the Rowan, in reference to the Scriptures. For 
what ſincerity of dealing may we hope for from ſuch a 
Cabal of Men as has forged decrees of Councils and 
Popes, obtruded upon the World Apocryphal Books 
as Books Canonical, purged out of the writings of the 
Fathers ſome of the places which were contrary to their 
Innovations, depreſſed the Originals under an imperfect 
Latin Copy, and left on purpoſe in that Copy ſome 
places uncorre&ted for the ſerving of turns. For ex- 
ample ſake, they have not either in the Bible of Sixtus, 
or in that of Clement ( both which, though in War a- 


[ That, or, He. ] Bur, contrary to the Hebrew Text , 
to the Tranſlation of the Seventy , to the Readings 
-of the Fathers ; they perfiſt in rendring of it after this 
mannner ; She ſhall break thy head. ey believe this 
Reading tendeth moſt to the Honor of the bleſſed Virgin, 
whom they are too much inclined to exalt, in the quali- 
ty of a Mother, above her Son. The Engliſh Tranf- 
lation of Doway hath followed this plain and partial 
corruption. 


Secondly, 4 Proteſtant may without Submiſſion of his Aſert, IL. 


judgment to the Roman Charch , find out, in the Books of 
Holy Scripture , the meceſſary Articles of Chriſtian 
Faith. 

Two things are here ſuppoſed ; and both of them are 
rrue, 


G Fir /t, 
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gainſt cach other , are made their Ganew) changed . 
the word [ She ] in the third of Genefis, ( a ) For («) Gn. 3. 15. 
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Firſt, That the Scriptures contain in them all the neceſſa- 
ry Articles of our Faith. 
Secondly , That the ſenſe of the Words in which theſe 
Articles are expreſſed in Scripture, may be found out by a 
Proteſtant, without the Submiſſion of his judgment to the 
Papacy. | 
Firſt, The Scriptures contain in them all the neceſſary 
Articles of the Faith. This is true, if the Scriptures them- 
: ſelves be ſo: For this they Witneſs *. St. Paal () faith 
_ _g of the Old Teſtament , as expounded of Chriſt, that 
C. 21.25. it was able to makea Man wiſe unto Salvation, Much 
(b) 2Tm. 3- more may this be affirmed of the entire Canon. The 
5, 16,17 Apoſtles preached the neceſfaries to Salvation, and 
* Jres. 13 c.1 What they had preached they wrote down * ; concern- 
+ Euſ. Hiſt. ing the manner of it, Euſebius may be.conſulted F. For 
Ec. 12-c.14- the Primitive Fathers, they allowed the Scriptures to 
be a ſufficient Rule. Zrenzus faid of them, they were 
* pen. 1». « Perfect *34nd of the words of St. 4wtine this is the ſenſe; 
47. S. Aug. ds * Among thoſe things which are plainly ſet-down in 
«oe. Coriſt, 1. © Scripture, all thoſe things are to. be found which com- 
—* « prehend Faith and Good Manners. Nay the Romaniſ/ts 
themſelves attempt to prove their very additional Ar- 
ticles out of the. Bible. That there are in it the Articles 
of the Apoſtolical Creed, is evident enough to acom- 
mon Reader. But how the Romi/h Articles ſhould be 
found in- that Bible which was written ſome hundreds 
of years before they-were invented, is a riddle beyond 
the skill of Apolbo. 
Secondly, The ſenſe of the Scriptures , in matters 
neceſſary to SaFvation, may he found out hy Men of the 
Reformed Religion , without Submiſſion to Roman In- 
fallibility. The Learned know the Originals, and the 
true ways of- Interpretation. And amongſt us, thoſe 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy have obliged the world _ 
ſuc 
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fuch an Fdition of *the Bible in many Languages, as was 
not before extant in the Roman Church. And a Romani/? 


who writes with great maſtery in ſuch matters, pre- 
ters it before the great Bible of Paris ( a. ) (s) V.P.S. 


- For thoſe of the Laity who are Unlearned, they 
have before them a Tranſlation which errs not in the elle «ft plus 


Faith, And the phraſes are not ſo obſcure, but that, by © & plus 


commode, (5c. 


ſtudy and Miniſterial helps, they may underſtand them. 
They have, before them, a Tranſlation which errs 
not in the Faith. Of this the /talians and French may 
be convinced by comparing the Tranſlation of James 
de Voragine, and the Divines of Lovain, with thoſe of 
Sighvr Diodati, and Olivetan or Calvin, And the Ex- 
gliſh may receive ſatisfaction in this matter by compa- 
ring their Tranſlation with that of Doway. In all .of 
them they will find the fame Fundamental Doctrines 
of Faith. And were there any ſuch material alteration 
made in our Bible, it would appear by the notorious 
inconfiſtence of one part of the Canon with another : 
It would have been, long ago, detected, and expoſed to 
publick ſhame, both by the Romanz/ts and the other Dil- 
ſenters from our Communion. But the former are not 
able to produce one inſtance ; and the latter agree 
with us in the uſe and excellence of the Tranſlation, 
tho in other things they extreamly differ from us: And +5 
: eg Hook. 
where they do but dream weerr, they forbear not to Fcc!. pot. 
proclaim it.Inſomuch that a difterence in the Tranſlations Bock fifth. 
of the Plalter which concerns not Faith or Manners,+ and _ 
a ſuppoſed defect in the Table tor keeping Eaſter, have peaceablede- 
been made by them publick Objeftions * and ſtumbling tz» renewed. 
blocks in the way to their Contormity. Ir is true, there Z Bp” $. Re- 
is 2 Romaniſt who hath raved againſt the Bible of the conci'er of Re- 
Reformed, in theſe extravagant words ( a ); The SeCta- /i2/0n, Prineed. 
« rics have as many different Bibles, in Canon , Ver- _ o_ 
G 2 Sa 


Hiſt. Critique 
P5333 ---Mazs 


We <——_ A a 


——— 


VER AT YEE; 


rus «% 


4h Of a Guide in Matters of Faith. 
< ſion, and ſenſe, as are days in the year. ——-The 
« Sectarian Bible is no more the Word of God than 
&«& the Alchoran, Almanack, or AEſops Fables. Of great 
corruption he ſpeaks in general, but his madneſs has 
admitted of fo much caution, that he forbears the men- 
tion of any one particular place. 

The Learned Romanifts underſtand much better, and 
the Ingenuous will confeſs it. And they are not ig- 
norant that we 'Tranſhte from the Original Tongues, 

| after —— compared the Readings of the moſt Ancient 
l Copies, and of the Fathers: Whilſt they Tranſhte the 
1 Bible from the Yulgar Latin, which, indeed, in the New 
if Teſtamentis a tolerable, but in the Old,a very imperfe&t 
Verfion. If our Evg/t/h Bible were turned into any 
j one of the Modern To by a Judicious Romani/t who 
f could keep Counſel, it would paſs amongſt many of 
that Church for a good Catholick Tranſlation. And 
this is, the rather, my perſuaſion, becauſe I have read , 
( a ) Hiſtoire in Father Simon = , that not unpleaſant ſtory con- 
| Crieique.Ch. cerning the Tranſlation of Mr. Rene Bemoiſt, a Doctor 
34392 39% of the faculty of Paris. This Doctor had obſerved that 
a new Latin Tranſlation of the Organow of Ariſtotle , 
performed by a perſon who underſtood not the Greek 
f Tongue,had been very well received:Upon this occaſion 
he was moved to turn the Bible into the French Tongue, 
though he was ignorant of thoſe of the Greek and ZHe- 
brew. For the accompliſhing of this Deſign, he ſerved 
himſelf upon the Frexch Tranſlation of Geneva ; changi 
only a few words,and putting others of the ſame ſignifi- 
cation in their room. But, it ſeems, he was not exact 
enough im this change of words. For he having over- 
looked ſome words which were uſed by the Genevians 
and not the Romaxiſts, a diſcovery was made by the 
Divines of Paris, and this Edition of the Bible was con- 
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deemed by them, though publiſhed under the name of 
one of their Brethren. 

I do not fay that ſuch places of Scripture as contain 
Matters of Faith, are plain to every Man. But thoſe 
who have a competence of capacity, who are nor pre- 
judiced againſt the Truth, who pray to God for his 
affiſtance, who attend to what they read, whouſe the 
Miniſterial helps which are offered to them, ſhall find 
enough in Holy Writ to guide them to everlaſting 
life. In finding out the ſenſe of the Scriptures, the 
Church gives them help, but it does not by its Au- 
thority obtrude the ſenſe upon them. The Guides of 
it are as Expoſitors and School-Maſters to them : And 
by comparing phraſe with phraſe , and place with 
place, and by other ſuch_ways, they teach them how 
to judg of the »zmeaning themſelves. They give them 
light into the nature of the DoEtrine, they do no not re- 
quire them to take it upon truſt.. They endeavour to 
open their underſtandings that they may themſevles 
underſtand the Scriptures. And if they cannot them- 
ſelves underſtand the Doftrine, it will be of little uſe 
to them in their lives. For they then believe in ge- 
neral that it is a neceſſary Truth ; but what Truth it 
is, or for what ends it is neceſſary, they apprehend 
not. A Fooliſh Maſter in the Mathematicks may re- 
quire his Scholars to take it upon his word that a 
Problem is demonſtrated : But a wife and uſetul teacher 
will give them light into the manner of the demonſtra- 
tion, in fuch ſort, that they themſelves ſhall at laſt be 
able to judg that it is truly performed : And till they 


can do this, they are not inſtruted. St. Fierom re- wonef ve Is 
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lates it in praiſe of Marcella a Roman Lady ( a ), that Commen. in 


— Ut ſentirem me non tam Diſcipulam habere quam judicem »v. vr I 
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ſhe would not receive any thing from him after the Py- 
thazoreau manner, or upon bare Authority, She would 
with ſuch care examine all things, that She ſeemed to 
him, not ſo much his Scholar as his Jud. | 

It is certain that there are great depths and obſcure 
Myſteries in the Holy Bible. - But the Doctrines of 
Chriſtian Faith are to the ſincere and induſtrious and 
ſuch as wait on God in the way of the Reformed Church, 
ſufficiently plain. But to the Idle, the prejudiced, the 
captious, Light it ſelf 15 Darkneſs. 

The Romaniſts aftright with this pretence of ob- 
ſcurity and profoundnels ; as if we muſt not adventure 
into any part of the Waters, becauſe in ſome places we 
may go beyond our depth. lf there are had and dif- 
ficult places which the 2»/table wreſtzwho required their 
meannelſs to make a judgment of that for which they 
might perceive themſelves to be inſufficient 2 But whillt 
St. Peter ſpeaketh of ſome few places in St. Pauls 
writings which are obſcure, he does at the fame time 
ſuppoſe many others to be plain enough for the capa- 
cities of the Unlearned. And if they be evil Men, 
though very Learned, they will wreſt the plaineſt 

©. . places; and ( asfomedid inSt, Hierons * days”) they 
S. Bzeron-n \,,i11 draw violently to their private ſenſe a Text of 

Ep. ad Paulin. - #49 off : 

al ſenſom Scripture which is incongruouſly, and with reluQtance 

ſum incon- qpplied to it. 

£1, 4am - Itis trueall Sets of Chriſtians cite the Scriptures ; 

——Etad but that does not prove the obſcurity of thoſe Sacred 


voluntatem ſu- In . al 
am S. Serie. Writings : It rather ſhews the Partiality, Boldneſs, and 
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ramrepugnan» Sophiſtry of thoſe who alledge them. All Laws are 
rem erabunt. obſcure if this Argument hath force in it. For every 
Man, in his own caſe , has the Law on his fide. Men 

take up their opinions and Hereſies from other reaſons ; 

and then, becauſe the name of Scripture is venerable, 

they 
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they rake into the ſeveral Books of it, and they bend 
and torture places, and force them on their fide by 
unnatural conſtruction. So do the Socinians, produ- 
Cing all the niceties of Grammar and Criticiſm in a 
matter of Faith, Yet the Guide in Controverſies ( a ) (4) s. a. . 
uſeth it as an Argument againſt the plainneſs of this Guide, &e. 
Rule of Faith, that the S'cinians cite the Holy Scrip- 2/375 
tures in favour of their Hereſie. But is not this Ar- &c. 7” 
gument two-edged 2 And will it not cut as well on the 
other ſide , and do Execution againſt the words of 
Fathers and Councils, and the Apoſtolical Creed it ſelf 
For the Socinians ( thoſe eſpecially who are turned 
Arians ) ſince Petavius hath furniſhed them with 
Quotations, will cite the writings of the Ancients - , ,, 
And Slichtingius, a mere Secinian *, hath expounded #4. a— 
every Article of the Creed in a. ſenſe agreeable to the nom. Eceleſ. 
Hereſie of his Maſter. Hm 
But if the Scriptures were ſo obſcure in neceſſary 
matters, what remedy would be adminiſtred by the 
d Roman Church 2 They cannot offer to us any Ancient , 
infallible Expoſition. What the Ancients have faid, 
the Reformed generally underſtand much better than 
ſome Popes, who its faid could ſcarce read the Holy 
Goſpel in Latin. For the Fathers of :the earlieſt Ages, 
they were more buſicd in writing againſt Hereſfies, than 
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in explaining of Scripture. Nor, to this day hath the ; 
Roman Church given any Authentick ColleCtion of Ex« | 
poſttions, either of the Ancients, or of her own. And 4 


if we muſt go to any Church for a Comment on the 3 
Scriptures, I know no reaſon why it ſhould be to that 
of Rome, where worldly Polity and Intereſt have fo | 
great an hand in the Interpretation. Had not they | 
governed themſelves by this art, we ſhould not have 
tound m the writings of their Popes, and in a very 
F. anon 
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Canon Law it ſelf, thoſe words which were ſpoken to 
{4) V. Innoe Jeremiah expounded of the Supremacy of the Biſhop 


. lecrer, Of Rome ©*( a) Thave ſet thee over Kings, to root out, 
Greg, 1.1. tit. © to pluck up, and to deſtroy. (6) The Donatifts found 
LET 6. 4 their Church in theſe words of the Canticles, © Tell me 


nY trav.de © ( thou whom my Soul loveth ) where thou feedeſt ; where 
Major &SObed.* thou makeſt thy Flock to reſt at noon. For they ex- 
& -F:7% 5- pounded this (as it liked them beſt ) of the Flock of 
R. Eliz. in their party in the Souther» Country of Africa. Such 
—y——__— Expounders of Scripture are thoſe Popah Writers, who 
(b) rom i. interpret | Feed my Sheep ] of the Univerſal Monar- 
10. .chy of the Biſhop of Rome, and conclude that a Pa- 

ſtor muſt drive away Wolves, or depoſe Princes hurt- 


ful to the Church. © But the ſtraining of ſuch Meta- 


6 . gp 
| phorical expreſſions ( as an excellent Perſon * faith ) 
pln yp * proves only that they want better proofs. And by 


Pp. 315. * a like way of interpretation, from the ſame Text it 
* might be concluded that all Chriſtians are Fools be- 
* cauſe Sheep are ſilly Creatures. 
No Expoſitions are more beſides the ſenſe of the 
Text, more forc'd, or farther fetch'd,than ſome of thoſe 
which may be found in the Authentick Books of the 
Roman Church : and thoſe who compoſed them appear 
to have lnokedaſouint on the Scriptures. For- whilſt 
they looked on them, they ſeemed to have looked ano- 
ther way. I'will inſtance only in a few of thoſe ma- 
ny odd Expoſitions with which the Romay Breviary 
abounds 
The words of the Angel to the Holy Virgin [ a 
(a) Doren. 3- Sword thall go through thine own Soul allo] are (a) in- 
J's 044%.Ne” eerpreted of that word of God which is quick and power- 
Rurne Lea, 8. ful, and ſharper than any two-edged Sword. And this 
ſenſe is deſigned as an evaſion ot their reaſoning, who 
from that Text conclude concerning the Bleſſed Virgin 
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that ſhe died, and was not miraculouſly aſſumed. The 
Aſcenſion of Elias is thus expounded (4), ** He was (%) Dominfra 


* taken up into the aerial, not the zxtherial, Heavens ; 
* from whence he was dropped in an obſcure place on 
* Earth, there ro remain to the end of the World, and 

*to expire with it. They fay F of Job, © That when FROSTS 


Not. p. 443. 


© he ſpake of a Bird, and of her path in the Air, he by a Les. $ p4az. 


* figure called Chriſt a Bird, and by the motion of 
*-jtin the Air, figured alſo our Lords Aſcenſion. 
We may perceive by theſe few Inſtances, what an 
entrance into the ſenſe of Scripture is like to be given 
by ſuch Interpreters. 
Thirdly, if Men would uſe the Church as their Mi- Aſſert. ITT 
niſterial Guide, and admit of the Scripture as the only 
Rule by which all Matters of Faith are to be meaſured, 
they would agree in the proper means to the bleſſed end 
of Unity in the Faith, This was the perſwaſion of , . 
St. Auſtin, who thus applieth himſelf to Maximinus * ; ay __ 
* Neither ought I at this time toalledg the Council 
* of Nice, nor you that of Ariminum : For neither 
* am I bound to the . Authority of the one, nor you to 
© that of the other. Let us both diſpute with the Au- 
< thorities of Scripture, which are Witneſſes common 
* to both of us. 
Whilſt the Romaniſts aſcribe the differences which 
ariſe amongſt the Reformed to their want of an infallible 
Guide, _ to their differeut interpretations of the 
Seriptures, they unskilfully derive effefts from caules 
which are not the natural Parents of them. There is 
( faith St. Auſtin ) one Mother of all ſtriies. and the 
is Pride, Neither doth the Scripture divide us , ror 
does the infallibility of their Judge unite them. Their 
Union ( ſuch as itis ) ariſeth from ti- mighty torce 
of their External Polity ; and they ſpeak not a" 
H y 
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Of a Gaide in matters of Faith, 
ly becauſe they dare not ; and the ſtrength of that 
Polity aroſe at firſt from Reme, not as the Chair of 
St. Peter, but as the Seat of the Empire. Qur diviſions 
liketheirs, arife (as all Wars do, ' be they Eccleſiaſtical 
or Civil ) from the unruly Luſts:-and Paſſions of Men. 
And from theſe likewiſe , ariſe generally the miſinter- 


. pretations of plain Laws, and Rules; the ſenſe of 


which muſt be made to chime according to the Inte- 
reſt of prejudiced Men, or elſe they will not give at- 
tention to them. If the Luſts and Paſſions of Men 
were mortified , all Chriſtians agreeing in the” certain» 
ty of the Scriptures, though not of any Living Guide ; 
and the words of the one being as intelligible as thoſe 
of the other; all might agree in one Creed, and put 
an end to thoſe unneceſſary Controverſies which en- 
tangle Truth, and extinguiſh Charity. 
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